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Gala Schedule

4:15 pm
Vigil Mass

5:30 pm 
St. Margaret of Castello

Shrine Experience 

6:00 pm
Cocktails &  

Silent Auction

7:15 pm
Dinner, Live Auction  

& Award
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and the CLERGY, RELIGIOUS, and LAITY

of the DIOCESE OF ARLINGTON
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Archbishop Shelton J. Fabre and 
the clergy, religious, and lay faithful

of the Archdiocese of Louisville
send best wishes to

Archbishop-Emeritus Joseph E. Kurtz
for his leadership in serving 

persons with disabilities.
Congratulations on this 

well-deserved award from the 
National Catholic 

Partnership on Disability.
We also extend congratulations 
to the  NCPD for 40 years of 

service to the Church.

archlou.org

Bishop John Iffert 

together with 

Bishop Emeritus 
Roger J. Foys 

and the Priests, 

Deacons, Religious 

and Lay Faithful 
of the Diocese of  

Covington 

send congratulations, 

best wishes  

and prayers to 

Archbishop  
Emeritus  

Joseph E. Kurtz 

as he is honored  

at the  

Race For Belonging 

Catholic Disability Gala



OVER 100 YEARS AGO, ARCHBISHOP NOLL FOUNDED OUR SUNDAY VISITOR  
USING NEW METHODS AND NEW APPROACHES TO COMMUNICATE THE GOSPEL.

INNOVATION IS AT THE CORE OF OSV.
OSV Institute for Catholic Innovation is focused on inspiring and encouraging 
innovative and impactful Church-related programs and activities to create an 
ecosystem for Catholic innovation by forging new paths for people to encounter  
the truth and beauty of the Catholic Church.

LEARN MORE & JOIN OUR NEWSLETTER AT:

OSVINSTITUTE.COM

INSPIRING & ENCOURAGING



Thank You - Auction Donors

Andrea and Rob Funke
Ann and Joe O. Neuhoff 
Institute for Ministry and 
Evangelization
Anne and Val Comeaux
Archbishop Joseph Kurtz
Barbara Kielaszek 
Barnes & Noble
Basilica of the National Shrine 
of the Immaculate Conception
Bernadette Lewis
Bill Gaventa
Bishop Michael Burbidge
Blessed Is She
Daniel Cardinal DiNardo
Charleen Katra
Chews Life Support
Council on Mental Illness
Conrad-Caldwell House 
Museum
Council on Intellectual and 
Developmental Disabilities
Darden Restaurants
Eileen Landry
Elizabeth and Abe Totah
Frank Kasicki

Gethsemeni Farms
Heine Brothers’ Coffee
John’s Crazy Socks
Judy Barr
Kathy Iannucci
Kendra Scott
Lauren Lewis
Louisville Slugger Museum
Marleen Iannucci
Monnik Beer Co.
NadaMoo
National Catholic Education 
Association 
Patrick Romzek
Sacred Art Project Print
Saint John Paul II National 
Shrine
Simple Rosaries
The Word Among Us
Tiny Saints
Terry Keane
Tom and Becki Racunas
University of Dallas 
ZA’s Pizza Pub



The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops joins the 
National Catholic Partnership on Disability in joyfully honoring 

Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz 
former USCCB president, for his lifelong devotion to ensuring 

that persons with disabilities are embraced in all aspects of 
Church life and supported in their vocations. 

The USCCB expresses profound gratitude to the 
National Catholic Partnership on Disability for its tireless 
work in promoting the meaningful participation of persons 
with disabilities in the Church and society.



Archbishop Emeritus Joseph E. Kurtz, D.D., served as Episcopal Moderator 
for the National Catholic Partnership on Disability from 2017-2021. He 
oversaw many NCPD milestones, such as:

• ‘Catechesis and Persons with Disabilities’ conference at the Vatican 
sponsored by the Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the New 
Evangelization 

• Revision of the U.S. Bishops’ Guidelines for the Celebration of the 
Sacraments for Persons with Disabilities 

• 40th Anniversary of the 
U.S. Bishops’ Pastoral 
Statement on Persons 
with Disabilities

• NCPD’s first academic 
symposium at The 
Catholic University of 
America. 

Archbishop Kurtz has 
stated in the past that 
one person who has had 
the most impact in his 
life is his brother George 
who lived with Down 
syndrome. For many years 
George resided with him 
in the parish rectory where 
he served. He recalls, “[In] 
September of 1989 [when] 
Georgie moved into that 
rectory...he changed that 
rectory into a home.” 

Archbishop Emeritus Joseph E. Kurtz, D.D.



“And perhaps if we want to truly 
understand the mystery of Christian 

anthropology, we have to come 
to understand what it means to 
enter into someone’s life. I worry 
that sometimes parish programs, 
concerning disability, become kind 
of a quick checklist. Let’s make sure 
things are accessible. Let’s make 

sure we have various programs and 
projects, all of which, by the way, are 

necessary and true. But it’s the quick 
solution that we should be very cautious 

of because when all is said and done, if 
you want to understand the mystery of the human person and 
especially the mystery of someone who’s born with or has a 
disability, we need to linger with that person, to spend time 
with that person. And that’s a great, great lesson for me, and 
perhaps for yourself.”
                                         Archbishop Kurtz, November 2020



NCPD helps persons with disabilities 
and their families find a home in the 
Church, and informs parishes of the 
many strategies, big and small, that 
will help make their parishes 
more accessible. There are 
thousands of families 
across the country who 
have found relief in 
caregiver support 
groups, have reached 
out to a priest for 
prayers and counsel 
when their adult 
child is having a hard 
time, have enrolled 
their child with autism 
in faith formation classes, 
or have witnessed their loved 
one who is blind being a lector at 
Mass. With the right education and 
support at every level—from NCPD, to 
dioceses and parishes, to the faithful 
themselves—such stories can become 
the norm in parishes across the country. 

NCPD supports the Church nationally 
by training diocesan leaders, 
seminarians, clergy, and pastoral 
leaders to advocate for and support 

persons with disabilities. 
Too often, persons with 

disabilities lack even 
a basic access to 

participation in the 
life of the Church 
through its liturgy 
and sacraments. 
NCPD’s 
consultations, 

trainings, and 
networking 

opportunities for 
disability ministers and 

other Catholic leaders are 
contributing to a world where 

persons with disabilities, and their 
families, are fully supported in their 
faith and find a welcome home and a 
sense of belonging in the Church.



NCPD seeks to increase disability 
support and access in parishes across 
the United States through three core 
programmatic focuses:

• Collaborating with dioceses to 
proactively address disability 
initiatives

• By training Church leaders, NCPD 
reaches over 100 dioceses in the 
United States, offering direct 
consultation and opportunities 
for diocesan directors to network 
with one another. The Diocesan 
Affiliate program offers exclusive 
presentations and workshops, 
monthly virtual meetings with 
NCPD staff and other disability 
experts, and complimentary or 
discounted resources. 

• 

• Working with universities and 
colleges to train tomorrow’s 
pastoral leaders. NCPD develops 
curricula and workshops, 
collaborates on ministry trainings, 
and hosts symposia that explore 
the theological and philosophical 
dimensions of disability. Through 
this work we not only influence 
persons currently in disability 
ministry, but also the future 
trajectory and scope of disability 
ministry in our Church for decades 
to come; offering advocacy and 
resources to the Church as a whole.

 

 

Bishop Robert Deeley and the faithful of the  
Diocese of Portland, Maine, congratulate  

Archbishop Emeritus Joseph E. Kurtz, D.D.,  
on the occasion of this distiguished honor.  

 We also offer sincere gratitude to NCPD for  
its contributions in helping all people find a 

fulfilling and welcoming home in the Church. 
AD MULTOS ANNOS!   

                                                            



NCPD provides webinars, tip sheets, 
faith formation guides, blogs, and 
conferences. These resources address 
topics such as prenatal diagnosis, 
mental health support, suicide, 
autism, dementia, intellectual and 
developmental disabilities, and more. 

NCPD provides trainings and 
networking opportunities that help 
create a world where parishes are 
accessible, persons with mental 
illnesses receive support from their 
faith community, and families who 
experience disability find a home in 
the Church. 

 

 

Bishop Robert Deeley and the faithful of the  
Diocese of Portland, Maine, congratulate  

Archbishop Emeritus Joseph E. Kurtz, D.D.,  
on the occasion of this distiguished honor.  

 We also offer sincere gratitude to NCPD for  
its contributions in helping all people find a 

fulfilling and welcoming home in the Church. 
AD MULTOS ANNOS!   

                                                            



NCPD Expands Online Training Presence

NCPD has recently launched a new 
training inititaive: an online course, 
titled “Celebration of the Sacraments 
with Persons with Disabilities.” This 
course is designed as a resource for 
persons who are preparing children 
or adults with disabilities to receive 
the Sacraments of Initiation (with 
an additional module devoted to the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation). Each 
module provides written, audio, and 
video resources to explore the topic.

Other online traings now available 
are “Parish Based Mental Health 
Ministry” and “Sensory Friendly 
Masses.” Additional trainings aimed 
to assist diocesan and parish staff with 
tools and information  on ministry 
with persons with disabilities will be 
coming. 

Drawing on its history and partnership 
with professionals and committed 
personnel in Church ministry, NCPD 
will offer an increasing selection of 
online trainings and courses. See more 
information at ncpd-us.teachable.com. 



NCPD Expands Online Training Presence
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Bishop Robert Reed  
along with everyone at 
The CatholicTV Network 
extends our prayerful congratulations to 

Archbishop Emeritus Joseph E. Kurtz, D.D., 

for his lifelong devotion to ensuring that  

persons with disabilities are fully embraced 

in all aspects of Church life. We miss your 

Conversations series on CatholicTV.
 Enjoy the Race for Belonging:  
Catholic Disability Gala! 



NCPD Resources

To view these three bilingual 
resources produced by NCPD use 
the QR code below: 

• A Pastoral Response, (which 
includes a “Mental Health Literacy 
Guide”) from the NCPD Council 
on Mental Illness

• “Speaking of Disability” from the 
NCPD Council on Intellectual 
and Developmental Disabilities

• “LAMB” from the NCPD 
Council on Intellectual and 
Developmental Disabilities 
 



Thank You Archbishop Kurtz from NCPD

NCPD offers our profound 
gratitude to Archbishop 
Kurtz for his years of service 
as our Episcopal Moderator.  
Your insight and wisdom lent a steady 
hand to the guidance of our ministry 
which is dedicated to maintaining a 
place of belonging for persons with 
disabilities in the Church.

We have no doubt that some of 
your insight was the fruit of your 
dedication and love for your brother 
George, who lived out his sense of 
belonging in the rectory alongside 
you. Some wisdom can only be born 
out of lived expericence and we are 
grateful that you generously shared 
yours with NCPD.

We wish you all the best 
as you enjoy your well-
deserved retirement. We 
pray that God blesses 
you with a long and 
healthy life and a heart 
always filled with peace 
and joy. Be assured of 
our contimued prayers 
of thanksgiving for your 
service to NCPD and  
the Church.

The large-print Roman Missal includes a red binder 
suitable for the altar, with tabs and ribbons. 

A large print lectionary is also available,
 on CD only, in font sizes 24, 34 and 44.

NCPD has prepared large-print formats
of the official text of the Roman Missal Third Edition. It 

is available in printed font sizes of 24 and 34. These 
large-print versions will equip priests and deacons with 

low vision to celebrate Mass.

  
The Roman Missal,The Roman Missal, Third Edition is also available on 
CD in font sizes 24, 34 and 44. The CD contains pdf 
files of all three font sizes. It allows one to printout a 

complete file or selected pages. 
For more information contact NCPD at 

ncpd@ncpd.org or visit ncpd.org/roman missal. 
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Bishop for the Diocese of Arlington (VA) and Episcopal Moderator 
for the National Catholic Partnership on Disability since 2021. 

Most Reverend Michael F. Burbidge 

Superintendent of Catholic schools in the Diocese of Joliet, IL.  
Also serves as Board liaison to the NCPD Education Committee.

Michael J. Boyle, Ph.D. - Chair

Senior Vice President, Chief Financial Officer & Treasurer of the 
Baltimore Life Insurance Company.  Father of a young adult with 
Down syndrome.

Richard A. Spencer, III - Treasurer

Owner of Inclusion Solutions, LLC, dedicated to furthering the 
implementation of inclusive practices. Mother of a child with 
autism and advocate for students with disabilities. 

Colleen McCoy-Cejka - Secretary

Case manager at Catholic Charities in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City. Former Oklahoma State Ambassador for the Muscular 
Dystrophy Association.

Aracely Baeza

Licensed clinical social worker and Director of Social Services for 
the Capuchin’s Soup Kitchen, Detroit, MI. Member of the Capuchin 
Franciscan Province of St. Joseph.

Brother Fred Cabras, OFM Cap.

Marie Hilliard, J.C.L., Ph.D., R.N.

GOVERNANCE BOARD

Senior Fellow of the National Catholic Bioethics Center,  
registered nurse, ethicist, canon lawyer and retired colonel, US 
Army Reserve.
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Coordinator of Ministry to Persons with Special Needs for the 
Archdiocese of Indianapolis since 2014. In formation with the 
Secular Carmelites (OCDS).

Erin Jeffries

Editorial director for The Word Among Us, and associate member 
of the Catholic Biblical Association. Father of six children, all of 
whom are on the autism spectrum. 

Leo Zanchettin

Chaplain to the Deaf Community and Pastor at St. Benedict Parish 
for the Deaf at St. Francis Xavier Church in the Archdiocese of San 
Francisco.

Father Paul Zirimenya

STAFF

Executive Director  
Began December 2019, after directing disability ministry for over 
thirty years in the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston.

Charleen Katra

Director of Outreach and Diocesan Relations  
Develops and coordinates effective outreach with Catholic 
dioceses, parishes, and communities. 

Esther Garcia

Manager of Programs and Resource Development  
Works to identify, share, and develop best practices, programs, and 
resources which reflect the mission of NCPD. 

Julia Gilberto

Project Manager  
Coordinates online trainings, large-print Roman Missals, graphics, 
videos, print production and database management.  

Bob Quinlan

GOVERNANCE BOARD



Retired IT executive, who has dedicated his post-retirement work 
to advocating and enriching the lives of children and adults with 
disabilities. Father of a child with a disability.

Patrick Romzek - Chair

Senior Vice President-Financial  Advisor at RBC Wealth 
Management

Robert M. Funke

Development Director at The Province of St. Joseph of the Capuchin 
Order in Detroit, MI

Kristi Hassouna

Executive Director, Bishop Grady Villas, a ministry of the Diocese of 
Orlando, FL 

Kevin C. Johnson

Trainer and advocate breaking down barriers that lead to social 
isolation for people with hearing loss. Creator of Gathering Sound, 
an educational and resource strategies organization. 

Andrea Kaneb

Serving the twinned parishes of Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal 
in Hampton and St. Theresa in Rye, NJ

Deacon Stephen Kaneb

CATHOLIC DISABILITY FOUNDATION

COUNCIL ON MENTAL ILLNESS

COUNCIL ON INTELLECTUAL & DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

25 years of sales leadership and business development experience 
helping teams grow recurring revenue streams at companies like 
Cisco, Apple and Amazon.

Peg Nicholls

Business owner with decades of service as a volunteer running 
construction projects, fundraising campaigns, missionary work,  
and who has served on boards for various Catholic organizations.

Mike J. Dewan



CATHOLIC DISABILITY FOUNDATION

Kelsey Bell 
Chair

Leo Zanchettin  
Board Liaison

Bridget Brown

Noelle Collis-DeVito

Barbara Kielaszek

Jessica Massey

Lisa Wagner-Carollo

Sue McCrea

Chris Miller, Ed.D.  
Chair

Br. Fred Cabras,  
OFM Cap.   

Board Liaison

Judy Barr

Jennifer Charles, Ph.D.

Sr. Sarah Martz, OSF

Steve Nash

Teresa Rojo Tsosie

Deacon Ronnie  
San Nicolas

Deacon Ed Shoener

Claire Wills Shynett

COUNCIL ON MENTAL ILLNESS

COUNCIL ON INTELLECTUAL & DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES



Fr. Bernard M. Timothy, O.P., Pastor
Fr. Martin Martiny, O.P., Prior 

Katie Reed, D.R.E. 
 

ncpd.org

Special Thanks 
to

Saint Louis Bertrand Church
for generously hosting this Gala!


